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 of which the inhabitants in those countries were weary, would be COEI-

 pulsory if Yugoslavia were successful, and that this would not be the case

 under the Republic of Austria. The factor however that did sway a

 very great number of the inhabitants was the question of the future

 markets for their produce. In the event of Zone I voting in farrour of

 Yugoslavia they envisaged that, as it was most unlikely that Zone 2, con-

 taining the market and railway centre of Klagenfurt, would alscz vote for

 YugoslaviaX their only market and economic outlel would be cut oS from

 them, and that they would have to depend for a centre upon Liubliana

 (Laibach), 60 miles away across the Karavanke mountains. Posterily

 and history alone call tell whether the choice of the inhabitants was in all

 the circumstances a wise one, and to them it must be left to judge of this,

 the only plebiscite hitherto conducted successfully without the aid of

 Inter-Allied military forces, and the only one in which moral authority

 and prestige were the sole weapons.

 Before the paper the PRESInENT said: I have great pleasure in introducing

 to you the lecturer this evening, Mr. Roland Bryce, who is a nephew of our
 late very distinguished Honorary Member, Viscount Bryce. Mr. Bryce has
 been on political duty in Central Europe since the war, and will give us an

 account of an interesting piece of political geography: the conduct of a
 Plebiscite.

 Mr. Ro>zald Bryce then read Zhe paper printed above.

 The PRESIDENT: There are several very distinguished ex-diplomatists
 present, but they are generally averse to speaking on professional subjects in
 public. There is also a member of the Foreign Office here, but he is in office
 and knows too much. I fear, then, that our usual discussion is impossible
 to-night. It is interesting to have this account of how the political geography
 of Europe has been re-fashioned, and to see how extremely complicated the
 operation is. The problems are so delicate that there is obvious disadvantage
 in talking about them too much in public. II1 this case all seems to have gone
 smoothly; not on account of the use of force, for the lecturer has described
 it as being due to moral influence. I should, however, be inclined to say that

 a sense of humour had a great deal to do with it; it evidently smoothed over

 many of the difficulties, and I have no doubt introduced a good tone into the
 proceedings Vtre see in this instance how the many different factors were at
 work together. Apparently if the vote had gone on one factor alone, the
 ethnographic, there would have been a majority in favour of Yugoslalria;
 but other considerations came in, geography and economics, and as a result
 there was a very definite majority in favour of Austria. All the same, there
 is a considerable Yugoslav minority left, and I should say that we can really
 judge of the success of this operation only when we see how the administra-
 tion of the area is carried out in future by the Austrian Government. If the

 minority is treated harshly, we know from experience the trouble that is likely
 to ensue.

 In the course of his remarks the lecturer mentioned one little detail which
 interested me extraordinarily. When the Dukes of Carinthia in the old times
 were enthroned, the enthronement was sanctioned, or carried out, by the
 peasants. That took me back to what happens in many of the old states in
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 India, certainly in Udaipur. Sir Charles Yate will corroborate me when I say
 that there, when a new chief is put on the throne, the Bhils, who are the
 original inhabitants of the country, give their sanction in some kind of way to
 that enthronement. The Bhils are a wild, primitive people: the jungle people
 who have inhabited that country from time immemorial, and although this
 chieftainship is very old, yet the Bhi]s, the primitive people, are older still.
 It may be a thousand or two thousand years since the ruling family came in,
 but they have obtained their authority nominally ever since from these ancient
 inhabitants of the country, as is demonstrated on the occasion of their en-
 thronement. Perhaps in this case the peasants giving their sanction to the
 enthronement of the Dukes of Carinthia dates back to some similar happening.
 Were the peasants the original primitive inhabitants of that district ?

 Mr. RONALD BRYCE. The Slovene peasants who anoint the Dukes came
 there about the seventh century.

 The PRESIDENT: Then it does not seem to be quite parallel. Bllt it
 happens in many cases that the ancient primitive people do anoint the rulers
 of the country. We are very much indebted to Mr. Bryce for having given
 us in detail an account of this very intricate and delicate operation. We all
 thank him, and hope that the country may progress peacefully.

 THE INFLUENCE OF ITS GEOGRAPHY ON THE

 GROWTH OF LONDON

 C. E. N. BrOmehead

 Read a Zhe MeeKing of Ahe So;iety, 6 March I922.

 THE history of London is the subject of an immense number of works,
 1 the physical geography of fairly numerous papers and books; but

 the connection between the two has not, apparently, been discussed in
 detail. Before we can do so, the natural geography of the area must be
 brieRy described: man's action during his occupation of the area has con-
 siderably altered his environment, by diverting streams to flush sewers,
 filling in the valleys, and recIaiming land from the tidal Thames, with the
 result that the natural features are not obvious to the observer nor indi-

 cated on any ordinary map. The map accompanying this paper is based
 on the 6-inch geological maps constructed by the writer for the GeoIogical
 Survey; as the geology is fully discussed in various Survey Memoirs, only
 certain salient points need be mentioned here.

 The London Clay, a practically impervious stratum, forms the founda-

 tion of this part of the Thames valley; beneath it the Woolwich and
 Reading Beds reach the surface on the south around Dulwich, while above
 it are the Bagshot Sands, pervious and water-bearing, found at Hampstead
 and Highgate; the alternations of sand-and clay forming a passage between
 the two series are distinguished on the map with the title " Claygate Beds."
 Separated from the above strata, which belong to the Eocene formation,
 by a great interval of time are the deposits of the Thames, consisting of
 gravel, sand, brickearth or loam, and mud with seams of peat. The older
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